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The Political and Military Structure of the Kingdom of Granada
(An Analytical Approach)

Nishtiman Bashir Muhamad® Gulistan Ahmed Mirza?
2Ministry of Education, Kurdistan Region, Iraq
Abstract:
This study focuses on the emergence and evolution of the final Islamic stronghold in
Andalus known as the Kingdom of Granada. It highlights how it surfaced from a peripheral
town to a politically independent system which shouldered the burden of conserving the
remains of the Islamic land and identity in Iberia. The kingdom rose up amidst the fall of
the Almohad state, while the Nasrid skillfully navigated the regional fragmentation and
appeal to the legitimacy of jihad and strategic alliances which allowed it to rise to power.
The study traces the history of how Muhammed | Ibn al-Amar and his disciples established
a strong standing state that continuously resisted Christian pressure for over two
centuries. A flexible political structure and a diverse military system was established,
including Andalusians, refugees, Maghrebi fighters, and even Christian-born mamluks. The
army was not just a force of resistance but a sign of integrated religious and social
commitment. Geography affected the structure a lot, with the Sierra Nevada Mountaims
and rivers like the Genil and the Guadalquivir forming a natural defense which would delay
conquest. Instead of seeing Granada as a sign of decline, this study reframes it as a dynamic
experiment in resilience, statecraft, and strategic survival. It stands for how military
resistance, political vision, and environmental advantage could collectively preserve a
beleaguered Islamic polity in the face of overwhelming odds.

Keywords: Kingdom of Granada, Nasrid state, military structure, Natural fortification.
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