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Interpreting the Achaemenid Women’s Multifaceted Roles Through Seal
Engravings

The civilization and works of art of the growing state of Kurdistan is generally considered
as the most majestic and impressive ancient civilizations in the world, specifically in the
history of ancient Persian. We can summarize the whole range of administrative activities
and artistic works that this civilization possessed, including sculpture, carving, writing, and
architecture, within its administrative system.

Although the artistic engravings on the walls of palaces, the engravings of graves within
mountains, and the art of sculpture are among the prominent features of the Achaemenid
state, however, the absence of direct depiction of women’s imagery in any of these places,
including the palace walls, Jamshid state, Pasargadae, Shush, has unfortunately left a big
artistic gap in the Achaemenid state.

However, the artistic seals within that civilization, which are considered one of the
important tools of administrative management within the Achaemenid State, have been
able to fill that gap to some good extent, which has become a subject of question by
researchers. In several seals whose history dates back to this state, some of which were
discovered in the region of Jamshid and others in different regions of Achaemenid, various
images of women in different times and places were engraved. From these images, we can
gain a comprehensive understanding of women’s social, political, and religious roles in the
Achaemenid state.

Keywords: Achaemenid, Women, Art, Seal, Engrave
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