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Narrative montage in Youssef Ziedan's short story collection ‘Hal u Tirhal’
Hawr Ismael Mustafa
Department of Arabic, College of Basic Education, University of Raparin, Ranya, Kurdistan
Region, Iraq.
Abstract
This research paper aims to investigate the art of (narrative montage in Youssef Ziedan’s
short stories Hal u Tirhal). The writer obviously employs those techniques in his short
stories through vigorous use of visual, technical methods, borrowed from drama and
theatre montaging techniques, in parallel with narration principles. Youssef Ziedan was
well acquainted with the artistic forms popular at the time of his literary career and he was
successful in using cinematic arts, in particular montage. This reflects a high level of literary
awareness as research shows he strongly believed that a writer’s job is not merely to write
and narrate events, but a writer is an artist who produces art, like artists across other fields.
Thus, narration, a part from linguistic and literary meanings, is a system of moving images
which have previously been formed in the writer’s imagination and require specific tools
and hard work to be transferred to the receiver the way they are in the writer’s
imagination. This visual texture which comprises editing, cutting, removing, forwarding,
mixing, and other montaging functions entails an in-depth analysis and a detailed
description to be discovered by a researcher. Therefore, a descriptive, analytical method
is the best means to achieve this goal. The paper has found out that Youssef Ziedan has
used various chronological orders in the Hal wa Tirhal stories; some stories use a linear
structure, whereas others follow a more complicated, non-linear narration. Apart from
that, he has used montaging techniques such as acceleration, slowing down, mixing,
fading, rapid transformation from one scene to another, visual and auditory effects, and

flashback. This has given the author a unique writing style.
Key words: Narration, Story-Narrating Montage, Short story, Moving images, Youssef Ziedan
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