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Salih Zaki Beg Sahibgiran: His Life, Political, Military, and Cultural Role
(1886-1944) — A Historical Study.

Hamza Othman Hawez! - Hewa Hameed Sharif?

*2Department of History, Faculty of Education, Koya University, Koya, Kurdistan Region,
Iraq.

Abstract

Research, investigation, and examination of the life trajectories of individuals who played
significant roles in various fields and who, through their efforts and struggles, influenced
the course of events during their time and left their mark on the pages of history. This is an
Important endeavor that aims to reveal historical truths and uncover hidden information.
Among these figures, several Kurdish personalities emerged in the early 1920s, with Salih
Zaki being one of the prominent figures who left his mark in political, military,
administrative, cultural, and many other domains. Beyond his military career as an
Ottoman army officer, upon his return to Irag, he held various administrative positions
across different cities and regions of Kurdistan and Iraq, where he played significant roles
and rendered considerable services. He also achieved significant accomplishments in the
cultural sphere. This study aims to objectively present Salih Zaki's true role, both positive
and negative, and indicate the factors behind his development and influence. Using a
methodology of presenting and analyzing information, this study attempts to uncover the
hidden aspects of his life and position by addressing the following questions: How did
Salih Zaki emerge and develop? Despite his loyalty and competence, why was he removed
from the position of Kurdistan's military commander? What was his role in cultural affairs,
and what were the reasons behind his frequent transfers between cities and rapid changes
in administrative positions?
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