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The Institutional Conditions of Kurdistan Regional Government in The Light
of Acemoglu and Robinson's Theory: A Theoretical -Analytical Study

Hewa Ali Omar

Department of Sociology, College of Arts, Salahaddin University-Erbil, Kurdistan Region - Iraq

Abstract:

The issue of governance in the Kurdistan Region largely revolves around the effectiveness of its
institutions. Institutions play a crucial role in encouraging or discouraging citizens from engaging in
political and economic activities. They are responsible for either fostering wealth and happiness for
nations through what we call institutional opportunities or for hindering progress and leading to poverty
and deprivation of services, which we refer to as institutional conditions. Acemoglu and Robinson
illustrate how the opening or closing of institutional frameworks can lead to either political and economic
prosperity or misery. However, the historical evolution of institutions is not inevitable. A nation may have
been prosperous in the past, but due to various historical events, it can become impoverished, and
conversely, a nation facing challenges may become prosperous over time. This paper examines the history
of institutions within the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) using the framework proposed by
Acemoglu and Robinson. It adopts a qualitative institutional analysis method, utilizing both historical and
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current data, to investigate the role of institutions in the Kurdistan Region. This research aims to
investigating that historical inequalities are deeply rooted in the region's past, particularly in the dynamics
between the two predominant political forces, the KDP and PUK. The findings reveal that divided
administrations have disrupted the normal progressive of institutions, creating a unique condition that
favors a particular political and familial elite, benefitting those who support them. On the contrary, the
majority of Kurdish people wish for their lives and those of their children in terms of welfare and richness
of necessities, life and services.

Keywords:Institution, Open Institutions, Oppressive (Closed) Institutions, Institutional Path, Institutional
Conditions, Institutional Inequality.
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