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Abstract

Foucault, a famous French philosopher, has his own understanding of "power",
emphasizing power is different from what we know and we cannot grasp its hidden facets.
Modern power has completely changed from the imposition of power, from the will of the
individual to self-imposing, and no longer found in its old forms. It is available everywhere
all the time, and is applied equally to everyone. Foucault analyzes ‘power’ based on its
quality and divides it into two parts according to the time at which it is exercised, namely
the power of the state and pastoral power. The state power imposes its supreme hegemony
over the entire community. The disciplinary power portrays the ruler as a shepherd and the
community as a herd and gives the ruler all the responsibility. Foucault believes ‘discourse’
is the enabling environment of power deciding what is true and what should not be said.
It has a strong relation with the power and has the power to strengthen or weaken it.
Meanwhile, "knowledge" is closely related to power and influences the individual’s
direction and becomes the basis for their view’s development on authority. Foucault thinks
power comes in various ways, such as the powers of (repressive power, sovereign, discipline
and bio-power). The power is responsible for the subjugation of the citizens and attempts
to impose its sovereignty on the community. The Disciplinary Authority works on the rules
of the community organization while Biopower works on its revitalization and uses the
latest methods to organize it. The key issue of this paper is what is Foucault's view on the
power and how does he view power? What are the principles on which power is based and
how dose he view the relations of power? As a result of this paper we came to the following
conclusions: In the perspective of Foucault, the power is not linked to a particular time and
place. The power displays itself in various ways. It is possible that each of us own the power
in a particular time and place. The power is strongly linked to knowledge and discourse
both which affect the power in terms of its hegemony and abiding in the community.

keywords: Michel Foucault, Authority, Types of Power, Discourse, Knowledge
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