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The health situation in the cities of Southern Kurdistan in the
nineteenth century

Saman Hussain Ahmd! - Rewas Fatah muhamad?

! Department of Social Sciences, College of Basic Education, University of Suleimani, Suleimani,
Kurdistan Region, Iraq.

2 Department of History, College of Humanities, University of Suleimani,Suleimani,Kurdistan Region,
Iraq.

Abstract

The content of this research talks about the health situation in the cities of southern
Kurdistan in the nineteenth century, which its population was suffering from poverty, back
wardness illiteracy, destruction, high taxes rates and bad political conditions, due to the
bad economic, social and political circumstances, beside these, a variety of dangerous
diseases like (plague, cholera, malaria, fever, diarrhea and vomiting.) had spread in
(Sulaimani, Kirkuk, Hawler, Ramanduz, Amedi) durnng the years (1820, 1821, 1830,
1831,1832, 1845, 1865, 1871, 1889, 1900 ...), which caused great economic, social,
political losses and health disasters. sometimes they caused the death of nearly half of these
cities population.

Low health awareness and lack of health service forced the inhabitants of these areas to
resort to alternative medicine, magic and sorcery and the shrine of the righteous. The
indifference and neglecting of the health sector by Ottoman Empire caused frequent health
disasters, despite the fact that the Ottoman state had opened several hospitals and
quarantine centers in both cities Sulaimani and Kirkukein the seventieth of the nineteenth
century , but they were not provided enough budget as compared to the military sectors ,
the laste money was allocated for the helth sector, no hospitals or governmental health
centers were found in cities like Hawler , Koya , Rawandz and the Amedi tell the beginning
of the twenentieth century.

Key words : Health Situation, Ottoman State, Cities In Southern Kurdistan, Plague,
Cholera.
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