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The Role of the External Audits in Activating the Audit Process in the
Environment of Big Data and its Reflection on the Quality of Financial
Information

An Analytical Study in the Companies and Offices of Auditors Operating in the
Kurdistan Region — Iraq

Ghazi Othman Mahmod! - Paiman Rafig Mohammad?

!Department of Accounting, Faculty of Economic and Administration, Salahaddin University -
Erbil, Erbil, Kurdistan Region, Iraq.

2Department of Accounting, Technical College of Administration, Sulaimani Polytechnic University,
Sulaimani, Kurdistan Region, Irag.

Abstract

The study aimed to shed light on the extent of the auditors' ability to audit big data, and also
aimed to verify its impact on the quality of financial information. The study sample consisted of
all auditors in auditing companies and offices operating in the Kurdistan Region, which numbered
(93) individuals, and the valid questionnaires for statistical analysis were (87) questionnaires,
equivalent to (93.5%), where the SPSS statistical program was used to analyze these data. The
multiple regression analysis test was used to test the study hypotheses.

The study reached a number of results, the most important of which is that there is a
statistically significant correlation between the auditors’ use of a set of mechanisms and
procedures and their role in auditing big data, and there is a role for auditors in the process of
auditing big data in achieving the quality of financial information, meaning that procedures
Mechanisms are one of the most important elements of activating the audit process in light of the
big data as the conditions that must be met by the auditor such as the skills and capabilities and
the contents of the reports submitted by him, and that the use of big data leads to improving the
quality of financial information, because big data helps in increasing the content Knowledge of
financial information by providing detailed data in a timely manner.

The study made several recommendations, the most important of which was the need to raise
the levels of awareness and awareness of auditors of the importance of auditing big data because
of its impact on improving audit outcomes and quality, as well as improving their capabilities in
the long-term.

Keywords: External Audit, Big Data, Quality of Financial Information.
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